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I. (Currenily AnnriuM) A method for seJecdvely conin.Hing access to 
ftpeclftc. ic.V.vision programs, comprising: 

aettine a rating \im\i corresponding to a fii«i user input; 

celling an exception to said rating Umitcorrcspondire to a second user 

input; 

receiving information for identifying a SBSfiific islgvisifia piognBii for 
specifying aratlng of said spcsjfi" relevision program; 

comparing Baid rating of said spfifiifiateleviaiai program wiili said stored 

radng lituii, 

determining whpjticr an exception to said ladag llmii l>«* heen act for 80id 
SggSinniBtemifia program identified by »a»d received program idenUfylng 
intoimAtlon; and 

controlling aocesB to said «pprin.: i^.lr.vi^ion program in i«spon«s to thcs 
Insults of the. siKps of comparing and determining, v/liwftin said exceptions fiom 
said rating limits define prognum which sbaU be blocked or enabl«i imtependcntiy 
to said »el lating limits. 

2 (Prc% iously Presented) The iiurthod in accordanca with claim 1 . 
wherein said infon<«iion for specifying at least one rating of a jnogram and for 
identifying said program is received iin?:ilier with sad program. 

3. (Cummdy Amended) The method m accordaace widi daim 1, 
M,licmiu..^iriprneH>mo nn^ tel t y iuian piogy^ i mr . . .. .1 wlusicin said rating limits are 
used in a parental contn)l xysiem. 



4. (Previ«..!k1y Presented) The inethod in «.«>nianoc with claim 2, j, 
whefcin said television programs arc itKxivcd as an analogue television signal and 

said ratings mc .eccivcd embedded in the vertical blanking interval of said analogue . 

television signal. [ 
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'^'''TT^ZZl^y The method ia acc«xlar.ce claim 3. wh.n=in 

ror. the dep« of . certain pn.,«m content, or a «.n.bination thereof. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7 (Currently Au«..ndcd)Theme.hodi«accordoncewlxhcU.m 1. 

7. (Oirren y fi2e^S£jfilfia»«lin 
whensin a never block i-mgram list 

p„,g„^, tnut sbouUl .cv« be bioclced. «vc„ if these progr»u« exceed U« nuu-c 

litniU. 

8 (Currently Aa«nd-.H)Thcmethodla««,rd«icov,ithct«mn 
v,Ln..alway»b.P*pro«...U»t.peciflesc....in^.^^t^ 
p„,«„» that sl.o»Jdal.»y. be bloclced.ev«, if thcseproBramsa.. not exceed 

rating limiu. 

9. (Oim^ntly Anxended) The niCthod in acconbuKC with claim I , 
wh«ein said exccpU<»s »«> «pccif.«i by metadata dc^nbrng sa.d SEScifli. 
jejS^,rogr«ns lilce *e program title. «ctorn«,>c. director r.ame or Cuprc 

,0. (Prev.ou..y P.«s.a.cd) 11. m«hod U. accordance cUi,« 9^0^ 
^.d metada. ...ifying .aUi exc^r^ion. are selected by the user from a ded.cated 
list iif mctaduta. 

n (Curren.lyAmcnded)rheme.th.«linaccord3acewitl.claim9,wb-«ln 

««m tilw iuecitt-ing said ex.*ptions are selected by the user 
ep^jj fi.- iftievision program tiiitss specii> mg <► i 

from a dirrplayed EPO program scheduta. 

,2 (ru.rcntlv Amended) The. method m a.corda..c v,ith claim 9, whcein 
.aid metadata Bpeci^5..e.aid exceptions ar^-sclectcd by marlcingacurx^^^^ 

dlsplayeiljBfiSific ^IgvlSifia pni»rara. 
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*""'t^°"cJ!^~S.n.ed) The i" »ccorf«cc wi* claim .2. 

«h«eiB ^ 9-0^ -i"' of ™™»'" "^^"'-^ " ""^ " 

from said rating limits. 

14 (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 12. 
Wherein an overview of metadatade^cribing the cu^ently displayed p™^^^^^ 
displayed to the user and Wherein one ormo^ofsald metadata axe selected by the 

user and stored as exceptions from said rating limits. 

15 (Previously Presented) The method in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein a set exception is valid for any following episode of a program 



series. 



16. (Currently Amended) A method for selectively controUing the viewing 
of s pecific television programs, comprising: 

setting rating Umits in a parental control system for television programs 

corresponding to first user inputs, wherein .said raUng limits generally define 
whether^television program., are to be blockedorareenabled for v.ewmg; 

.setting exceptions from said rating limits for certain television programs 
corresponding to second user input.s; 

storing said rating limits and exceptions from said raring limits for certain 

television programs; ^ 
receiving aSSifiS <^'-^ 

program; 

extracting said embedded information; 

comparing said recommended ratings with said stored rating Umits; 
checking with said information for identifying said sESSSc television 
program whether an exception from said rating limits for ceruin television 

programs has been set; 

blocking the viewing of a specific television program either rf said rat.ng 
umits indicate that said specific celevision program is to be blocked and no 



4 
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^^•r s^<S-"l. for s-d specific .icvision progr»n «. or if «id 
«,c«ption tarn said rating limits indictt. tl.« sad specific teievision progran is to 
be blocked; and 

enabling the viewing of a sp^qf'c television program either if said rating 
limits indicate that said specific television program i. not to be blocked and no 
exception from said rating limits for said specific television program is set or if sa,d 
exception from said rating limits indicate that said specific television program is not 
to be blocked, wherein said exceptions from said rating limits define programs 
which shall be blocked or enabled independentty to said set rating limits. 

17. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for selectively controlling access to 
specific television programs, comprising: 

means for setting a rating limit corresponding to a first user input; 

means for setting an exception to said rating limit corresponding to a second 

user input; 

means for receiving information for identifying a ffP^^rific tg^evisjQH 
program and for specifying a rating of said ffpefflflc tgMM<«l program; 

means for comparing said rating of said SBSSifisJdsyiSiSffi program with 

said stored rating limit; 

means for determining whether an exception to said rating limit has been set 
for said f f TV>.r.ifi^ television program identified by said received spwf^« television 
program identi^ing information; and 

means for controlling access to said spepifiy television program in response 
to the results of the steps of comparing and determining, wherein said exceptions 
from said rating limits define programs which shall be blocked or enabled 
independently to said set rating limits. 
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